Get to Know Our New Co-Director

Join us in extending a warm welcome to JAC’s new co-director, Freddy Gutierrez!
Freddy is a proud Chicano Boricua, cultural advocate, poet, and papa. He is wellversed in creating opportunities in support of those who have been pushed to the
margins, having spent over 15 years facilitating writing and performance arts spaces
with men and youth who are policed, imprisoned, and marginalized by the prisonindustrial complex. Most notably as a co-founder of the Artistic Ensemble at San
Quentin State Prison, a production-based performance project at San Quentin State
Prison. This work has allowed Freddy to build bridges between the Bay Area and the
United Kingdom, having created projects abroad in prisons in England and Wales,
and earned a residency at the prestigious Headlands Center for the Arts in Sausalito,
CA.
His written work has been published by The Puerto Rico Review, Nomadic Press,
University of Houston’s Arte Publico Press, and The Acentos Review; and was featured
as LoWriter of the Week selected by U.S. Poet Laureate Juan Felipe Herrera.
Providing access to the arts and using the arts to bolster agency of voice are central
to Freddy’s personal mission and the role he now holds with JAC. He is drawn to
explore the intersection of art and restoration by using creative storytelling as a
catalyst for personal transformation and social connection.
We at JAC could not be more excited to welcome Freddy to our team, where he will
serve with our founder, Wendy Jason.

Events
Slow Art Day
This Wednesday, March 30, join JAC for Slow Art Day to celebrate the artwork of
talented artists in our community. Starting at 7:00 pm EST , we’ll look closely at three
pieces and discuss our observations, focusing on the art and the art of seeing. By
looking slowly, we’ll lean into discovering more about the work, the artists, and
ourselves. No expertise needed- just bring your curiosity and creativity! Register
here .

I'm Giving you One More Chance , by Jesse Kruze

Create + Connect: Free Minds Book Club
Wednesday, April 6th, 2022 at 7:00 PM EST , Free Minds Poet Ambassadors will use
poetry and storytelling to connect individuals on both sides of the prison walls, and to
promote hope and healing through the literary arts.
This session will highlight poetry by Free Minds members and the lived experiences
of Carlos Alonzo Avila, Free Minds Poet Ambassador, and Gene Downing, Free Minds
Congressman John Lewis Fellow; they will share how to use a virtual platform that
allows participants to respond directly to the moving poetic words of currently
incarcerated poets. Your written and artistic responses to the poems will be mailed to
each poet and provide an invaluable form of support.
We pose this workshop as an interactive artistic exchange, one where poetry and art
come together to make a meaningful difference in the lives of participants and Free
Minds members. You can sign up for this event here .

Kamisha Thomas Storytelling Workshop: Tell Your Story
During this workshop on Wednesday April 20th, 7:00 PM EST , participants will build a
story using the answers produced during a series of questions. By using specific tools
and pulling out the main themes of our stories, we can identify and expand how to
tell your story in a creative way. All stories deserve to be told. Register here .

Blind Faith , by Greg Bolden

Create + Connect: Panel Discussion with Mourning Our Losses
On Thursday April 21st, 7:00 pm EST , Justice Arts Coalition will be joined by panelists
Dr. Susie Bannon from Mourning Our Losses and Jane Field from the Texas After
Violence Project for a dialogue about liberators memory work, memorialization that
ties together research, documentation, and accountability. Jane and Susie will talk
about their work with their respective organizations and address questions such as:
What does liberatory memory work mean to their organizations? How do
memorialization and remembrance take shape in the work of both organizations,
and how does their liberatory memory work contribute to abolition? Join us by
signing up here .

An Evening of Poetry with Ace Boggess
Join us on Wednesday April 27th at 7:00pm EST for an evening of poetry reading with
Ace Boggess. He will read from his books The Prisoners, written entirely during his
incarceration, and Escape Envy, which describes much of his life after prison. The
themes of his work often explore absurdity and the awe of new experiences,
including prison life. Register here .

Wednesday Night Network Gatherings
Don't forget about our Wednesday Night Gatherings! If you are interested in getting
involved, and/or in joining our community listserv to receive announcements about
these events and others, please email katherine@thejusticeartscoalition.org.

Get to Know Our Spring Interns!

JAC's interns are responsible for maintaining much of JAC's infrastructure and
community. From creating content for social media accounts and planning both
online and in-person events, to setting up fundraising campaigns and writing blog
posts, all of our interns play key roles in managing every facet of this organization.
The interns are an adaptable bunch, whose presence at JAC has allowed us to
establish a very emotionally honest and open workplace community. They, along
with JAC's other staff and volunteers, exist in such a unique environment because
of this, and that environment allows us to approach our mission here in a healthy
and, ultimately, very human way.
Andrea (Andy) Arias (she/her) is currently a senior in her last semester of college,
graduating with a concentration in theatre education, and a teaching artistry
license. She hopes to continue to fight for social justice related work, as she
continues to be an advocate and ally for the BIPOC community, and those
impacted by the system directly or indirectly. Her focus specifically is on race, and
how to have progressive anti-racism dialogue and bring these techniques into any
space, while maintaining equitable, accessible, and inclusive policies. Her ultimate
goal is to begin her own non-profit organization to work with women of color in
prison systems.
Hi I'm Jesse (she/her) and I'm an ArtConnects intern with JAC! I primarily work in
correspondence along with a couple of other projects such as gallery of the month
and our inside newsletter
Alden Eckman (she/her) is a graduating art history major at Trinity University. She
manages JAC's social media platforms and helps plan and facilitate JAC events.
Katherine Frost (she/her) is a pursuing her master’s degree at Purchase College in
Art History with a track in museum & curatorial studies. With JAC, she is working
on the ArtConnects Team, focusing on events, expanding her love for planning
community gatherings and bringing people together. She wants to continue her
work combining the arts with social justice, moving forward with breaking the
boundaries of curation and building the relationship between curator, artist and
justice.
Hello! I'm Iris (they/them) and I'm currently a first year at UCSD studying Ethnic
Studies and Cog Sci - Neuroscience. I've been on the ArtConnects team since fall
'21 and I manage the pen-pal art pARTner program and ArtLinks events, organize
recording/interviewing artists in JAC, create a semi-annual newsletter with Jesse
to be distributed within prisons to artists within the JAC network, and help out for
our Gallery of the Month curations on the website!
Hi! My name is Sara (she/her), and I’m a part of JAC’s web team. I work primarily
with the poetry and prose JAC receives, and am helping to organize JAC’s
recording project!
Maia Pramuk (she/her) is a member of the ArtConnects team and is currently
taking time off from studying at the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. As a
fellow creative, she is of the belief that all artists have the responsibility to actively
seek ways to promote, uplift, and most importantly create space for all of those in
their community. The opportunity to correspond with and work alongside so
many of the Artists who are a part of JAC’s network that are currently incarcerated
has felt like an honor to her, and has only reinforced her views on the necessity of
access to conversations about art and her understanding of the indispensable role
that creative expression plays in working towards change.
Janie (she/they) has been a part of JAC since August of 2021. She works on the
ArtConnects Team with a focus on planning and facilitating events. A George
Mason University alum, she studied how audiences engage with art, and how art
can be used as a bridge connecting the inside of the carceral system with the
outside. As a native Virginian, Janie enjoy seeing the changing seasons, rock
climbing, and reading.
Sarah Shin (she/her): I am a junior at George Washington University, majoring in
Criminal Justice and minoring in Graphic Design. I joined JAC’s web team this
winter/spring semester and am in charge of maintaining and updating the
website. I also help out with creating layouts and refreshing JAC’s brand. In my
free time, I love to make digital illustrations, play soccer, be outdoors, and play the
drums and guitar.
Hi, I’m Rene (she/they)from JAC’s development team! I love all things fundraising
and creating equitable access to the arts. In my spare time I can be found
sketching and making playlists for friends.
Ian Trawinski (he/him) has been with JAC since the Fall/Winter semester of 2021
as a Web team member with a focus of Newsletter creation. Outside of JAC, He
enjoys watching horror films, small scale personal environmental activism, and
studying projects which fall within the niche genre of Speculative Biology.
Clare (she/her) is an intern with the Web Team. Currently a senior at Tufts
University in Somerville, MA, in her free time she likes to paint, be outdoors, and
watch Tiny Desk Concerts on YouTube.

Gallery of the Month
Spaces of artistic exhibition and celebration have historically been dominated by
white male artists, marginalizing a range of Black arts cultural productions. As art
making functions as a form of knowledge production and history making, this has
also meant the marginalization of Black histories and perspectives. We must
acknowledge the long history of Black arts and artists and the role they have had, and
continue to have, in shaping the American cultural landscape, because we must
recognize the history of resistance, transcendence, and narration. Black art then
appears as a mode of reclaiming power, reclaiming space, and reclaiming identity
and voice.
We hope that as you view this month’s gallery, In Celebration of Black Artists , which
shines the spotlight on the creative work of Black artists in JAC’s network, you
appreciate the art and the power it holds to shift narratives and move us towards
abolition.

Untitled, by Troy Glover

Artist Spotlight
Guest Blog Post: Hours Into Being a Refugee Due to Covid
by Dorothy Maraglino
This latest work from writer Dorothy Maraglino describes her own harrowing
experience with having to endure relocation due to administrative failings to manage
Covid cases within the carceral system. She describes the process of being moved to
new rooms, and of how familiarity and property were both lost due to
mismanagement in the face of this still prevalent and lethal virus. It is a story of abuse
on a systematic scale, wherein no one is safe from being displaced, taken advantage
of, and encountering daily health risks. Dorothy’s essay, which is the 5th in her series
of guest posts, provides readers with a hauntingly intimate and honest look into how
poorly the carceral state has treated the incarcerated, especially those at risk of
death by Covid due to medical issues far beyond their power to control. You can read
this piece here .

Opportunity for Creatives
Future Present: A Workshop Series

How might the language we find and create together carry us toward more just and
lively futures?
In this 8-week workshop, participants will explore the political possibilities of poetry,
and imagine new ways of telling the stories we carry. Every week, the groups will
engage in rigorous study of craft and generative writing activities that will encourage
risk-taking and precision of language. By the end of the workshop series, each poet
will revise an original piece to be included in an anthology, submitted to Iron City
Magazine, and performed at a final celebratory reading.
The result of a partnership between Iron City Magazine and Arizona State University's
Poetry for the People, this free workshop series will occur on every Saturday from 23:30pm EST, beginning on April 9th lasting through May 7th. The series is open to
formerly incarcerated people and family/friends of current/formerly incarcerated
people. There are 30 workshop seats available on a first come, first serve basis.
Register here by April 2nd to receive the link for all workshops.

Support JAC!
Fill out our Volunteer Survey!
Join The pARTner Project!

Missed JAC's Art For A New Future: 2021 National Convening?
If you're interested in watching the recordings of the sessions, you can gain access to
the entire collection of over 30 recordings of workshop, performance, and panel
discussions by donating $50 or more .

News & Resources from Across our Network
The Sentences That Create Us : A new book which draws from the unique insights of
over fifty justice-involved contributors and their allies to offer inspiration and
resources for creating a literary life in prison.
The Digital Abolitionist : Resources on prison-industrial complex (PIC) abolition
JAC Resource Library : Research, writing, and media on the intersections of justice
and the arts
Just Media : An open access archive of films, documentaries, and other content
meant to serve as a media literacy tool for topics and stories of the carceral state
Jobs in our sector : This new page on JAC's website serves as an up to date listing of
job and volunteer opportunities with our various partner organizations, as well as
those provided by other organization and groups working in our field.
Mass Incarceration: The Whole Pie 2022 - The latest report from the Prison Policy
Initiative, which identifies the statistics of where and why so many people in this
country are currently incarcerated.
Envisioning Justice RE:ACTION - This online exhibition a nd activation kit using the
arts and humanities to imagine a future without mass incarceration.
Publications Accepting Submissions from Incarcerated People : This publicly visible
google sheets document contains a list of various different publishers and publishing
opportunities.

