Hello friends,
This fall, we have been so grateful for opportunities to reacquaint ourselves with our
local community through exhibitions and related events. Especially when
experienced in person, the work of currently and previously incarcerated artists in
our network changes narratives, evokes compassion, and inspires action towards
systemic change. For incarcerated artists to know that their work is on view to the
public, and to receive reflections on and reactions to their work from visitors to our
exhibitions and participants in our ArtLinks events is deeply affirming, not just of
their talent, but of their identity, their humanity. Though we continue to grow our
network across the country, this fall has demonstrated just how important a strong
local community can be for everyone.
JAC is currently working towards the establishment of a local space to enhance our
team's ability to maintain and strengthen the infrastructure of our organization. The
opportunities afford by such a space feel endless. Here we could safely store the art
entrusted to us by the hundreds of artists in our network, prepare it for exhibition,
and always have some on display. We could gather team members and volunteers
to assist in processing and responding to the piles of letters we receive each month
from artists in prison, and to help with mass mailings of JAC updates, calls for
submissions, and holiday greetings. Events ranging from ArtLinks to artist talks,
workshops, and performances could be held here. Perhaps most importantly, such a
space could serve as somewhere for recently returned artists to further develop
their skills, establish new relationships across the community, and even find incomegenerating opportunities.
Tomorrow, November 30th, is Giving Tuesday , and on this global day of giving we
will be counting on you to help us raise $10,000 so that together, we can open a
central location for JAC, and engage more deeply in our work of cultivating
communities dedicated to harnessing the transformative and liberatory power of
the arts to reimagine justice.

Create + Connect Spotlight
Create + Connect with Moyo: an Artist Workshop from Death Row
On November 15th, we continued our Create + Connect series with a workshop
highlighting the work of Moyo , an artist and writer on death row in Texas. The
workshop featured several special guests who presented Moyo’s artwork and
spoke to their collaborative work with him, including professors Peter Charlap of
Vassar College and Leaf Seligman of Keene State College, artist Tameca Cole, social
worker Sachi Maniar, students Tony Divito and Tim Kelleher from classes Moyo coteaches, and Crishelle Young, daughter of Moyo’s close friend, Christopher Young,
who was executed in 2018. Workshop participants witnessed Moyo’s commitment
to telling his own story and appreciation for our shared humanity.

Bird Bath, by Moyo

Another Southern Strategy, by Moyo

Upcoming Events
Holiday Letter-Writing!
Over the coming week, JAC community members across the country will be
gathering on zoom and in person to spend time writing letters together, helping to
ensure that every one of the over 400 incarcerated artists in our network knows
they’re in our hearts and thoughts this holiday season. If you’d like to join us for a
letter writing zoom next Sunday at 3:00 EST or organize a group of friends to write
letters together, please contact our amazing ArtConnects intern Jesse at
jesse@thejusticeartscoalition.org .

Iron City Magazine Virtual Launch
Iron City Magazine , a nonprofit online and print magazine devoted to writing and
art from the prison world, will be hosting a free issue 6 virtual launch on Saturday,
December 4th, from 4:00 PM to 5:30 PM MST. This event will feature readings and art
displays from some contributors to the latest edition of the magazine, including a
presentation from JAC network artist Carol Alden . A free digital catalog of all 5
previous issues of the magazine is available for free on their website . Each
magazine is packed with stunning works of written and visual art from systemsaffected artists. Issue 6 will include work from the following JAC network artitsts;
Jennifer Gilman, Carole Alden, Heather Marie DAoust, Cedar Annenkovna, David
Roger Flint Junior, Sean Fox, Steve Fegan, Brian Hindson, and Jurijus Kadamovas.

Create + Connect: Writing on the Inside with Rehabilitation Through the
Arts
We'll be hosting our friends at Rehabilitation Through the Arts (RTA) , a nonprofit
collective of teaching artists dedicated to helping incarcerated persons develop
critical life skills through the teaching of various artforms, for a panel discussion on
December 9th, at 4:00pm. Panelists Philip Hall (adapting poetry for the stage ); Kate
Stone Lombardi (memoir writing), and Joanna Rotté (monologue writing) will share
about their experiences writing and teaching inside. There will be time for Q+A and
small group dialogue. Register here .

Thank you, A4J!!!
Thanks to the generous support of the Art for Justice Fund, we will be launching two
new initiatives, Art + Agency and JUSTstories , over the coming month! Both involve
partnerships that we couldn't be more excited about.
For Art + Agency, we will be partnering with the Returning Artist Guild 's CoFounders, Aimee Wissman and Kamisha Thomas, as well as Page Dukes, who will be
leading a working group of currently and previously incarcerated artists to develop a
code of ethics for organizations, institutions, and individuals that exhibit, sell, and/or
publish creative work by systems-impacted individuals. This will be a multi-step
initiative with initial phases resulting in the publication, promotion and
dissemination of a finalized code, the creation of a guide for incarcerated artists that
covers the fundamentals such as safely marketing and publishing their work, the
creation of training materials, and a plan for providing training to those
organizations that wish to align their practices with those outlined in the code.
Ultimately, we hope to see the widespread adoption of this code of ethics amongst
relevant parties, as to ensure that incarcerated and systems-affected artists are
treated equitably.

Our partner for JUSTstories is DC-based social impact production company and
media consultant Unchained Stories . We will be working with founder Kristin
Adair, an award-winning documentary filmmaker, multimedia artist, attorney, and
teaching artist. Through this initiative we will provide the tools and training for a
cohort of 8 artists and organizations in JAC's network to develop impactful visual
storytelling and content creation through a series of workshops and labs offered on
a virtual platform. At the end, each participant will have a short documentary-style
video which will introduce their story and their work, and collectively weave a
narrative about the power of art and impacted voices to advance our collective goal
to end mass incarceration.
Keep an eye on our blog for updates about both projects!

Gallery of The Month: Mother Earth
In light of November being Native American Heritage Month, for this month’s
gallery we wanted to acknowledge the history of stolen land across the Americas,
the heritage of those who constructed their lives in harmony with the land, and the
voices of those who continue to fight for the protection of Mother Earth. Indigenous
peoples have historically been at the forefront of the fight against environmental
damage while being disproportionately affected by the climate crisis. Abolition,
restorative justice, and a global healing of our land cannot be achieved without the
centering of Indigenous peoples' wisdom. To acknowledge what land you reside on,
please check out Native Land Digital and this guide from The Native Governance
Center . We hope you enjoy this month's gallery, and that you are inspired to join in
the battle against climate change and native oppression.

Untitled, by Graciane Feitas

Blog Spotlight

JAC recently spoke with Ann Bracken , an artist, poet, and author of three
collections : The Altar of Innocence, No Barking in the Hallways: Poems from the
Classroom, and her most recent work, Once You’re Inside: Poetry Exploring
Incarceration. Ann also serves as a contributing editor for Little Patuxent Review ,
and is a co-facilitator for the Wilde Readings Poetry Series in Columbia, Maryland.
She volunteers as a JAC correspondent, exchanging letters with artists inside to
support and foster their use of the arts. Ann’s work reflects a desire to lift up voices
which otherwise go unheard and to extend her practice of poetry as a mode of
personal expression and healing to others around her.

Support JAC!
Fill out our Volunteer Survey!
Join the pARTner Project!
Donate
Your donation helps to support our work, strengthen our infrastructure, and provide
services to our community. Click here to make a one time donation. If you'd like to
become a JAC sustaining member with a recurring donation click here to fund out
more!
Missed JAC's Art For A New Future: 2021 National Convening?
If you're interested in watching the recordings of the sessions, you can gain access
to the entire collection of over 30 recordings of workshop, performance, and panel
discussions by donating $50 or more.

News + Resources from Across our Network
Let's Get Free's 5th Annual Art Show for Abolition, Empathy is the Seed, Truth is
the Water, Solidarity is the Bloomage , runs from November 19 to December 19 in
Pittsburgh.
Marking Time: Art in the Age of Incarceration is on view through December 11 in
Birmingham.
The Digital Abolitionist : Resources on prison-industrial complex (PIC) abolition
JAC Resource Library : Research, writing, and media on the intersections of justice
and the arts
Temperature Check: COVID-19 Behind Bars is a responsive series from PEN
America’s Prison and Justice Writing Program
Just Media : An open access archive of films, documentaries, and other content
meant to serve as a media literacy tool for topics and stories of the carceral state

