2020-21 Annual Report
JAC's first annual report opens with letters from our founding director Wendy Jason
and our board chair Brett Tomás Gonzalez, and gives readers a comprehensive look
at the ways in which we lived out our mission during our first full year as a 501c3
nonprofit organization. Here we highlight events such as our Art for a New Future
National Convening , and the development of partnerships with PEN America’s
Prison and Justice Writing Program and Marking Time: Art in the Age of Mass
Incarceration. The report also provides a look into JAC's finances, funding sources and
donors. If you're interested in getting to know us a little better, please take the time
to read through our 2020-21 Annual Report .

Program Directory Map Update
JAC is excited to announce that the Program Directory on our website has been
updated. Now the locations of programs can be located via digital map . The
Directory is a comprehensive listing of arts-based workshops, projects, courses
offered in prisons, jails, youth detention centers, reentry, restorative justice and
diversion programs, and more. We hope that the addition of this map will aid the
Directory’s searchability and accessibility.
For those of you who already had listings in the Directory or who do not have your
program listed, use this Google Form to update or add information for your
program.
Please reach out to directory@thejusticeartscoalition.org with any questions.

Events
Art & Agency
Please join the JAC community for Session 2 of Art + Agency , and an open dialogue
and restorative conversation facilitated by Page Dukes and Anooj Bhandari. Within
the Justice Arts Coalition, as we look to both the near-and-distant futures, we want to
think about what it means for us as a community to grow skills together in
recognizing, interrupting, and responding to harm. In Session 1 of this series, we
introduced our Art + Agency initiative and began a conversation around ethics and
exploitation as they relate to our work with artists in prison.
In this next session, we will reflect on two guiding questions; How do we define nonexploitative treatment of artists and art within our programs? & What methods of
intervention are available to us in thinking about how to intervene or interrupt within
moments and trends of exploitation?
There will be plenty of space for participants to share their experiences and
observations, as well as opportunities for skill-building.
It is our hope that talking about ethics and non-exploitative practice can both create
a more solidified coalition, and support us in exploring more specific moments of
harm when ethical questions and/or issues of exploitation arise. We thank you in
advance for your thought partnership and investment in the advancement of ethical
standards and practices for working with systems impacted people and modeling
restorative justice practices in your personal and our collective work. We're looking
forward to continuing the conversation!
This event is free with a suggested donation of $10. Please consider a contribution to
support us in providing compensation to the facilitators.

Create & Connect: Ravi Shankar
Join Justice Arts Coalition as we continue our Create + Connect series with Dr. Ravi
Shankar on Thursday, February 10th from 7-8:30pm EST . Dr. Shankar will discuss his
experiences and processes writing Correctional , reading several excerpts aloud. A
question-and-answer session will be included at the end of the event.
Correctional dives into the inner workings of his mind and heart, framing his
unexpected encounters with law and order through the lenses of race, class,
privilege, and his bicultural upbringing as the first and only son of South Indian
immigrants. Vignettes from his early life set the scene for his spectacular fall and
subsequent struggle to come to terms with his own demons. Many of them, it turns
out, are also our own. Shankar’s bold and complex self-portrait—and portrait of
America—challenges us to rethink our complicity in the criminal justice system and
mental health policies that perpetuate inequity and harm.
Register for the event here !

Create & Connect: The Black Arts Movement as Critical Media Literacy with
Lasana D. Kazembe
We are excited to host Lasana D. Kazembe on Thursday, February 17th from 78:30pm EST, to share his interdisciplinary critical analysis of the Black Arts Movement
(BAM) (1965-1975). Kazembe examines the literature, visual culture, politics, sonic
culture, aesthetic foundations, music, spokespersons, and institutional development
that emerged during BAM. Participants will be exposed to a conceptual and
aesthetic framework for analyzing, interrogating, and understanding the political and
cultural roots of BAM. Additionally, the workshop examines and situates Black Art as
Critical Media Literacy and interrogates it as a genealogical strand of the Black
Intellectual Tradition. Along with other strands, the art and activism that emerged
during BAM reflected a cultural praxis of principled truth-telling, social and racial
justice, ‘edutainment’, and human liberation, and Black/Africana agency.
Register for this event here!

Wednesday Night Network Gatherings
Since the start of the pandemic, we have been hosting weekly Zoom gatherings to
strengthen our community and provide support and learning opportunities for
people whose work or curiosity is focused at the intersection of the arts and justice.
We explore ways in which we, as artists, advocates, and allies, can inspire action on
the outside and continue to provide people inside with opportunities for creative
expression. Our gatherings alternate between full group dialogue, guest
presentations, and activities that deepen our sense of connection with each other
and across our network. If you are interested in getting involved, and/or in joining our
community listserv to receive announcements about these events and others, please
email katherine@thejusticeartscoalition.org

Gallery of the Month
As we enter the new year, we wanted to highlight what is important to the artists
within JAC’s network. You’ll find that January’s Gallery of the Month Collection
features different sources of inspiration, ranging from birds, to self-portraits, to family
and friends.
Whether it be recurring themes within artwork, influential loved ones and icons, or
simply something that sparks the desire to create, it is important that we showcase
that which is most important to the artists JAC works with. In the gallery below, we’ve
curated a body of work which speaks to each of the featured artists’ personal
interests and themes. Work which reflects topics and imagery each artist has
individually explored and continually revisited throughout their practice.
We hope you enjoy this month’s gallery: Muses

Detox, by Jesse Osmun

Artist Spotlights
Guest Blog by Conor Broderick: the Challenges of Pursuing Higher
Education in Prison
An active member of the JAC community, Conor Broderick is notable for not only
the quality and breadth of subject matter which his body of work covers, but his
impressive ability to analyze the impact of his creations on others. This skill
translates beyond analyzing his own work, and extends into the realms of
understanding how broad swaths of people are shaped by life changing events
such as enduring periods of incarceration.
This exact kind of relationship is the focus of Conor's Guest Blog, wherein he
discusses how incarcerated persons seeking enrichment through higher education
face a number of challenges that other college students never encounter. He
isolates and explains several key problems regularly experienced by incarcerated
students, but also adds his own unique take on the overall impact facing these
problems may have on individuals such as himself.
You can check out Conor's guest blog here . If you'd like to learn more about Conor
Broderick and see more of his art, you can visit his artist's portfolio .

Metaphor for heart , by Conor Broderick

Brian Hindson & the Prison Journalism Project
Members of the JAC community may know Brian Hindson for his "traditional" art
pieces done in his own unique object-focused, but impressionism inspired, style of
pop-art. However, some may not be aware of his connection to the Prison
Journalism Project. This organization is dedicated to training incarcerated writers in
journalism and providing a platform for their work.
Though Brian's pieces have been published here since early 2021, he has recently
begun to produce submissions on a monthly basis, and in fact he has already gone
above and beyond this January with two new articles appearing on the website.
Both relate to key, often overlooked aspects of living within the American carceral
system, via the lens of describing specific objects of personal, cultural, and daily
significance within the context of the incarcerated community. 16.5 Cubic Feet &
Prison Currency are both written in a style that can be most closely linked to
creative nonfiction, as the combination of personal experience with narrative flair
make them standout from more "typical" pieces of journalism in a refreshing and
meaningful way.
To view more of Brian's visual art you can visit his JAC portfolio , whilst his Meet The
Writers page on the Prison Journalism Project's website serves as an excellent
repository of his journalistic body of work. Explore the PJP site further to find
writings by a number of other JAC network artists!

All I Need , by Brian Hindson

Artist Spotlight Blog: Chris Schulze
The visual work of artist Chris Schulze stands out amongst its peers thanks to the
preternatural geometric perfection present throughout many of these pieces. Chris
displays a level of skill which surpasses that of even the most finely tuned machines,
those whose ability to produce straight lines, perfect circles, and flawlessly sharp
angles have been honed over hundreds of iterations. Yet this work is tempered by
the stylistic flair only truly apparent in art crafted by a thoughtful human hand. And
upon coming to know Schulze as a person, it becomes obvious as to how he
manages to produce such eye-catchingly complex structural designs with less than
the bare minimum of tools one might expect an artist to need in order to do so.
Sadly, as with many artists in our network, Chris has found himself existing within a
prison system that endeavors to makes itself into an environment that is totally
inhospitable for creative growth and the survival of artistic expression. Chris’s two
favorite mediums of expression have been outlawed at his facility, and when he
created a fiberglass flute to indulge that most personally therapeutic of outlets, this
creation was taken from him and resulted in his placement in solitary after having
reached out for this blog. In fact, many common art supplies, such as markers and
rulers (two items which Chris hopes to be able to successful purchase once his time
in prison ends) are considered contraband.
To learn more about Chris and his story, please visit the latest JAC blog post
spotlighting this artist . And to see more of Chris’s work, please feel free to check out
his Portfolio . You can follow his work via Instagram (@cjschulze) and Facebook
(@CJSchulzeArtist).

Quadro Fluria, by Chris Schulze

LIVE FROM THE CELL BLOCK: Will Livingston and His Silk Screen
Machine - Book Preorder
Live from the Cell Block: Will Livingston and His Silk Screen Machine , published by
Brick of Gold in partnership with Justice Arts Coalition, is the story of artist and
musician Will Livingston and the remarkable body of work he has created during
his time in prison. The book is scheduled for release in April of 2022, but we
encourage you to preorder a copy of your own here . In order for the book to be
mass produced, a certain number of preorders must be made in order to cover
printing costs.

Advocacy Opportunities
Mourning Our Losses Is Seeking Memorials, Writing, and Artwork

From our friends at Mourning Our Losses:
Mourning Our Losses (MOL) was launched by a volunteer group of educators,
artists, and organizers committed to the release of those incarcerated nationwide.
Today, we continue to grow this platform for grief, healing, community, and
reflection for all those affected by the death of a loved one due to poor conditions,
medical negligence, violence, and mental health crises inside - the natural
byproducts of mass incarceration.
We are a team driven by our own prison experiences. Our crowd-sourced memorial
site and all that we do depends upon our ties to you, our siblings still inside. Our goal
is to inform public, national conversations about the dangers of mass incarceration
by sharing the stories of those lost. In doing this, we let the public know that we are
all people – not numbers, criminals, or “inmates.” We do not use that type of
dehumanizing language in the memorials we post. We do not speak negatively
about anyone or talk about the crime for which they were convicted (at all!). No one
deserves to suffer at the hands of the prison industry and NO ONE deserves to die
inside.
You can help us. You may send us a memorial for a loved one who died, related
creative writing, photos, and/or artwork (which we may not be able to return safely).
When you send it in, be sure to include the name the person went by and your
name as you would like it to appear on the memorial (or let us know if you’d like to
remain anonymous). Let us know whether or not you give us permission to edit
spelling errors, and whether we can contact you via electronic mail (JPay, Securus,
GTL, etc.) to follow up. Write to us at: Mourning Our Losses c/o Texas After Violence
Project P.O. Box 15005 Austin, TX 78761.
We encourage you to share our website, mourningourlosses.org with your friends
and family on the outside.
Memorials can be submitted on our website or via email at
mourningourlosses@gmail.com.

Apply for JUSTstories
Led by Kristin Adair (Founder & Creative Director of Unchained Stories ) with
support from Kamisha Thomas (Co-founder of The Returning Artists
Guild ), JUSTstories will provide training in digital storytelling to individual artists
and organizations focusing their work at the intersection of the arts and justice,
granting these tools and opportunities to the people and communities most
impacted by the carceral system, and enabling them use their voices and share
their stories in a way that uplifts, evokes empathy, and moves others towards
action. Apply today to participate in our first JUSTstories cohort!

Support JAC!
Fill out our Volunteer Interest Survey!
Join The pARTner Project!

Donate
Your donation helps to support our work, strengthen our infrastructure, and provide
opportunities to our community. Click here to make a one time donation. If you'd
like to become a JAC sustaining member with a recurring donation click here to
find out more!

News & Resources from Across our Network
Stevie Wilson DIY Youth Arts Residency : An opportunity for young artists who were
formerly incarcerated and/or criminalized. Awards will be between $1,000 and
$5,000. Applications are due February 13th at 11:59 pm EST.
The Sentences That Create Us : A new book which draws from the unique insights of
over fifty justice-involved contributors and their allies to offer inspiration and
resources for creating a literary life in prison.
The Digital Abolitionist : Resources on prison-industrial complex (PIC) abolition
JAC Resource Library : Research, writing, and media on the intersections of justice
and the arts
Just Media : An open access archive of films, documentaries, and other content
meant to serve as a media literacy tool for topics and stories of the carceral state

