LIVE FROM THE CELL BLOCK: Will Livingston and His Silk Screen
Machine - Book Preorder
Live from the Cell Block: Will Livingston and His Silk Screen Machine , published by
Brick of Gold in partnership with Justice Arts Coalition, introduces readers to a
collection of 160 concert posters created by musician and visual artist William B.
Livingston, III. Will has been a dedicated friend to JAC and member of our
community since 2018 (when we were still known as "Prison Arts Coalition"), and has
even provided posters and greeting cards featuring his own designs to help JAC
fundraise over the years. We couldn't be more excited to support the launch of this
incredible debut book, which features 200 pages of full-color reproductions of posters
he designed and printed by hand using silk screen. Read Will's introduction here .
The book will not be available until April, but we encourage you to preorder your
copy in advance to show your support for this ambitious project!

Desert Shelter & Healing Art Project-Carole Alden Fundraiser
Carole Alden is a visionary artist, and longtime member of the JAC community, who
is creating a healing art space in the Utah desert for other women survivors of
violence and trauma. For Carole, fish represent freedom, resilience and survival
against all odds. The Fish House will be Carole's home, art studio and the hub for
sculpture workshops as she creates fantastical, larger-than-life artwork and a life of
her own design after surviving violent abuse and incarceration. This will be a place for
true rebirth - where art heals and frees visitors from restraints of any kind.
If you would like to support Carole in her endeavor to create this space, please visit
her GoFundMe page and follow her on Instagram .

EVENTS
Introducing the Amherst Writers and Artists Method
Wednesday, March 2nd, 7:00 pm EST
If you have ever wondered how to give useful feedback in response to the creative
work of writers and artists behind bars, how to respond with compassion and
understanding, or had questions that have left you at a loss for words, you’re not
alone. Fortunately, there is a toolset that can help you make meaningful connections,
despite the barriers. It’s called the Amherst Writers and Artists Method, based on the
work of Pat Schneider. The AWA Method is democratic and highly interactive. This
workshop hosted by Louis Postel, an editor and writer for publications including New
England Home, Graphisoft USA, and Showboats International will include short
practice sessions in breakout groups, and giving and receiving positive feedback.
Reserve a spot here .

Create + Connect: Free Minds Book Club and Writing Workshop
Thursday, March 3rd, 7:00 pm EST
Free Minds Poet Ambassadors, formerly incarcerated members of our community,
will use poetry and storytelling to connect individuals on both sides of the prison
walls, to promote hope and healing through the literary arts. Your written and artistic
responses to the poems will be mailed to each poet and provide an invaluable form
of support. We pose this workshop as an interactive artistic exchange , one where
poetry and art come together to make a meaningful difference in the lives of
participants and Free Minds members. Please reserve a ticket here .

Silence is Consent: The Crime Film Screening
Wednesday, March 9th, 7:00 PM EST
Join Justice Arts Coalition as we host f ilmmaker, artist, writer, and carceral system
survivor, Kamisha Thomas who will be screening her latest work , Silence is Consent:
The Crime . This film is the first in a series that explores the ugly truths about
humanity while exploring a few of the injustices within the so-called justice system.
The Crime follows 17-year-old Lyric Edwards, who is charged with murder after her
boyfriend is killed by police during a traffic stop. Kamisha Thomas is a Columbus, OH
native who has been telling stories since grade school. She achieved unprecedented
success while incarcerated in a state correctional facility where she wrote and
directed her first short film, BANG!, as a part of the Pens to Pictures Project. Register
for the screening here.

Create + Connect: Creative Writing for Wellbeing
Thursday, March 10th, 7:00 pm EST
With over 30 years of experience in developing and leading workshops for teens and
young adults, WriteGirl (a LA-based creative writing and mentoring organization)
staff members Keren Taylor and Kirsten Giles will guide you through multi-sensory
creative writing activities to explore personal stories and enhance well-being for
yourselves and the youth and adults you work with. Through hands-on activities and
examples, you will gain a slate of creative writing activities that spark creativity and
cultivate wellness. Activities presented can be done in an online environment or inperson. Adaptations will be presented for various settings and learning levels. Learn
more and register for this workshop here .

Slow Art Day
On March 30, join JAC for a Slow Art Day celebrating the artwork of talented artists in
our community. Starting at 7:00 pm EST , we’ll look closely at three pieces and discuss
our observations, focusing on the art and the art of seeing. By looking slowly, we’ll
lean into discovering more about the work, the artists, and ourselves. No expertise
needed- just bring your curiosity and creativity! Register here .

I'm Giving you One More Chance , by Jesse Kruze

Gallery of the Month - February
In the spirit of February, JAC has compiled artwork featuring tones of red. Colors can
evoke certain emotions, atmospheres, memories, and make you feel different
sensations. Red can represent love, passion, anger—and its multiple shades and
variations may suggest something entirely different.
While you look through this month’s gallery, take time to think about the significance
of the colors you see. How do they make you feel? What meaning do they hold for
you?
We hope you enjoy this month’s gallery : 28 Days of February .

An Owl for my Sister , by Joshua Earls

Artist Spotlights
Teaching Artist Spotlight: Rowan Renee
Recently, JAC had the chance to speak with Rowan Renee , a genderqueer artist
based in Brooklyn, NY. Their work addresses the intersections of gender-based
violence, intergenerational trauma and mass incarceration through state records
and family archives. Their work has been exhibited in solo exhibitions at Smack
Mellon (2021), Five Myles (2021), Aperture Foundation (2017), and Pioneer Works
(2015). They have received awards from the Aaron Siskind Foundation, the Harpo
Foundation and the Jerome Hill Foundation, and they are the 2022 Artist-inResidence at Green-Wood Cemetery. You can learn more about them, their work,
and their current projects by reading our recent blog post , and by checking out
their website . You can also follow them on Instagram .

Guest Contributor: Marcus Pettiford - Captivity Without Sunlight
Marcus Pettiford is an artist in JAC’s network, with a lifelong talent when it comes to
the creation of art. In this piece of creative writing , Marcus (who also goes by "Kid
wif Da Crayons" or "KW-DC") explores his recent experience with being in solitary for
27 days, the sense of isolation from his peers, and concerns for the future of those
on the outside that, by his metric, are in far worse situations than the one he faces.
Check out his portfolio , or read more about him in a past Artist Spotlight .

Self Portrait, by Marcus Pettiford

Support JAC!
If you are interested in volunteer opportunities with JAC, please fill out our
Volunteer Survey!
Are you an artist or writer who would like to correspond with an artist on the inside
about your creative work? If you would like to learn more about how, learn more
about The pARTner Project!

Donate
Your donations help support our work, strengthen our infrastructure, and provide
services to our community. Click here to make a one time donation or become a
sustaining member with a recurring donation !

Missed Art For A New Future: JAC's 2021 National Convening?
If you're interested in watching the recordings of the sessions, you can gain access to
the entire collection of over 30 recordings of workshop, performance, and panel
discussions by donating $50 or more .

News & Resources from Across our Network
The Dr. Junkie Show Podcast Episode #89 : Titled "Art from Inside w/ The Justice Arts
Coalition." This episode features our founder Wendy Jason speaking with Dr.
Benjamin Boyce on topics that include art, prison, work with incarcerated students
and artists, the struggles of being a prison educator, and the new normal in postCOVID collaboration.
Mourning Our Losses - Call for Submissions : MOL is hosting an art exhibition inside a
Traveling Memorial. They will include artwork created during COVID-19 by
incarcerated and formerly incarcerated artists. Submissions due May 1.
Inside Wire: Colorado Prison Radio : Launching on March 1 at 11:00 am MST, this
broadcast will feature programs created by incarcerated media producers for
incarcerated listeners and listeners outside facilities, across the U.S. and beyond.
The Sentences That Create Us : A new book which draws from the unique insights of
over 50 justice-involved contributors and their allies to offer inspiration and resources
for creating a literary life in prison.
JAC Resource Library : Research, writing, and media on the intersections of justice
and the arts.
Just Media : An open access archive of films, documentaries, and other content
meant to serve as a media literacy tool for topics and stories of the carceral state.

